
C. C. FARMER 

“A slack hand causes 

poverty, but the hand of 

the diligent make rich.  A 

child who gathers in 

summer is prudent, but 

a child who sleeps in 

harvest brings shame..” 

- Proverbs 10: 5-6 NIV 
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 Advise on Marketing 

 “Golden Age of Ra-

dio” script 

 Comments and Sug-

gestions 

One of the signs we used. 

How to organize a “Golden Age 
of Radio” kickoff.  
As a member of a country church with a small congregation I know it is not always 

easy to find funding for projects.   It has come a time in my church history to up-

grade to much needed handicap bathrooms and Sunday school rooms.  We had 

formed a building committee the previous year and established that we would 

need  $250,000.  With that goal in mind we set out to earn as much as we could 

before borrowing the rest.   

Don’t Expect Big $$$ 
Fundraising is a lot of work.  Most of the time I’m happy to get $200 out of an 

event.  The three crazy, pushing my fellow church members out of their comfort 

zones,  fundraising ideas have been as follows: 

1. Item Auction = $2,000 

2. Farm Tour  = $500 

3. Golden Age of Radio = $23,000 

  January 2015 



“The Golden Age of Radio” 
 

Annie: Greetings and many thanks to everyone who took time to come today to 

our fundraiser kickoff. I can safely say that nowhere on this earth is there anything 

like this event. 

Gracie: Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers throughout the day. 

Annie: Hebrews 10:23-25 says 

And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds. Not ne-

glecting to meet together, as in the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 

and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

My name is Annie and I’m one of your hosts for this afternoon. 

Gracie: Hello, My name is Gracie and I am also a host. 

Annie: Today we have a special program planned in the style of the Golden Age of 

Radio. 

Gracie: Which was around the 1930’s and early 40’s. 

Annie: It was so hard to decide what to talk about. So today we are going to try to 

operate as a radio show discussing history while preparing for our future. 

Gracie: Please use your imagination. 

Annie: At this time could everyone please stand for Pastor Tom’s prayer and re-

main standing for our opening hymn. 

Pastor Tom: Prays 

 

Characters 
and Props 
 For this script you need two hosts, 

we call them Annie and Gracie, o 

pianist and on organist.  And vari-

ous “Guest”.  A person to pray and 

someone from the fundraiser com-

mittee.   

.Props: 

Cd Player 

Glenn Miller CD 

Signs 

“Laughter is Allowed” 

“Imaginations Welcome” 

“Applause” 

“On Air” 

Microphones 

Coconuts 

Set up music stands on stage 

Chairs for Gracie and a empty 

chair for Guest 

Envelopes for donations. 

Pledge cards 

Recording devises 
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Comments  

We chose  to have our pro-

gram start at 2 in the after-

noon.  At  1:30 the CD player 

was turned on and Glenn Mil-

ler and his orchestra put eve-

ryone “In the Mood”. 



Comments 

After the script was 

written we made up 

signs that said ap-

plause and laughter 

and pointed to them 

when needed.  The 

audience was appre-

ciative of the 

prompts. 

You will have to ad-

just the script to 

match your needs. 

It was coordinated 

that the Go Fund Me 

account would go live 

at the same time as 

the program and 

when the money was 

collected at the end 

to check that account 

and see how much 

was raised during 

that time.  We set the 

goal at $200 dollars. 

We got $0. 

Anne was to play the 

xylophone music cue 

that was popular dur-

ing the old time radio.   

Didn’t happen. 

When writing your 

own program don’t 

forget your history.  

History is one of our 

churches positives 

and you can see how 

I used it in the script. 

Annie: Our opening hymn is “Shall We Gather at the River” found on page 723 in 

your hymnals. Verses 1 and 4. 

Pianist: Hymn 723 “Shall We Gather at the River” Verses 1 and 4 

Annie: You may be seated. (Wait for audience to be seated) As you know, today 

we are kicking off our fundraiser events to earn money for our building project 

which will include new bathrooms, Sunday school rooms and a small kitchen. 

Gracie: Some of the upcoming fundraisers are as follows: Loose Change Sunday, 

Go Fund Me on the Internet, (pause) and what other events are there going to be? 

Annie: It’s going to be a surprise! 

Gracie: You have no clue, do you? 

Annie: (Xylophone) G E C 

Gracie: Mr. N could you please tell us more about the project? 

N Speaks.  He is a person from the fundraiser committee. 

Annie: What I find fascinating is that Mr. Nathan’s last name is S . 

Gracie: And what’s so fascinating about that? 

Annie: Well in September of 1894 trustees of the Ebenezer Evangelical Church 

and the pastor met to consider the building of this very church. On that committee 

there was a J.J. S, along with D. B., W. R., and H. T. 

Gracie: More than a hundred years later and we are finally building on? 

Annie: Romans 5:2-4 

Through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 

stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also 

rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

Gracie: Let’s talk about sponsors. 

Annie: Sponsors? 

Gracie: During the Golden age of Radio each show had a sponsor. Something like 

“Brought to you by Maxwell House Coffee” 

Annie and Gracie: Always good to the last (look at audience) 

Audience: Drop! 

Annie: Another one from the George Burns and Gracie Allen Show would be Car-

nation Milk comes from contented (looks at audience)… 

Audience: Cows! 

Gracie: Our Sponsor this afternoon is “The fundraiser committee name.” 

 



Annie: That has a nice ring to it. Today we have various guests on our show ex-

hibiting different talents. Which includes me! I brought coconuts! 

Gracie: Romans 5:2-4 

Through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 

stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also 

rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

Annie: Why are you empathizing perseverance? Anyway our first young guests 

this afternoon herald in the New Year with songs that they sang during our Christ-

mas program. Let’s give a warm welcome to the church’s youth. (clap hands) 

Youth Sing: Baby has blanket and ring bells 

Annie: Thank you youth. I may not have a blanket for the baby but I have coco-

nuts! (knocks them together) 

Gracie: What is up with the coconuts? 

Annie: Listening is an important part of radio. Sounds inspired the imagination. My 

friends (look at audience) What do you think coconuts would have represented on 

a radio show? 

Audience: various answers. 

Annie: Now I will show you coconuts in action, while Gracie introduces our next 

guest to the show. Start coconuts. 

Gracie: This Lone Ranger began his musical walk with Christ at the age of 5 and 

has performed in musicals, church choirs and weddings. Please welcome T. K. as 

he shares his God given talents. 

T. K.– 2 songs. 

 

Comments 
  

I chose one bible verse 

and wanted to use it to 

help commit it to memory.  

When writing another 

script I will use a shorter 

one.  The nine year old 

would have appreciated 

it. 

 

Two weeks before this 

production I made a 29 

second video to adver-

tise.  The week before I 

shared it on Facebook  

once a day.  The week of 

the event I shared it three 

times a day.  We got over 

500 views as of the day of 

the program.  The prem-

ise I had for it was 

George Burns and Gracie 

Allen.   

During this time in Annie’s 

personal life she was 

healing from thyroid sur-

gery after having a 3.4 cm 

tumor removed and also 

finding out that she had 

three tiny specs of can-

cer, oh and BBVP.  Which 

is extreme vertigo. 

By doing this program, 

she could remain seated 

and read off the script 

and it matched the theme. 
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Anne likes her rag-

gedy Ann costume.  

She also spent $ on 

it and wants to use it 

to justify the costs. 

 

Laundry was one of 

my own jokes not like 

the commonly used 

other jokes that you 

find in this script.  

Gracie liked saying 

this line.  It may 

strike close to home. 

Always preview chil-

dren’s participation.  I 

did not.  There were 

men falling asleep in 

the audience as they 

pulled out their pink 

and purple sock pup-

pets to tell the story 

of Ruth and Naomi.   

I told them I wanted 

to see it before hand 

but got vetoed by 

one of the organizers 

based on time.   Lat-

er she apologized.   

A good rule to fol-

low., always preview 

children’s acts.  I’m 

starting to think that 

this green box is for 

showing my stupidity. 

Don’t make the same 

mistakes!  

Annie: Thank you Mr. T 

Gracie: Mom I am wondering, why are you wearing that outfit? Since this is a Ra-

dio show, costumes aren’t that important. 

Annie: For our listening audience I will describe my outfit. I have stripped socks, a 

stocking cap with red yarn, and a blue and white Raggedy Ann outfit. I wore this 

today because I wanted to put our guests at ease. Nobody could be as foolish as 

me. 

Gracie: You haven't done laundry lately, have you? 

Annie: (Xylophone) 

Annie: Moving on, our next guest is a ______ year old who enjoys music. At 

school she plays the clarinet in the band. She is a self-started pianist who some-

times plays for her church. Please give a warm welcome to H. R. 

H. at the piano 

H: Wednesday nights we attend S Church where we can earn badges for reciting 

scripture, performing acts of kindness, etc. Gracie and I go to different churches 

on Sundays, but we can earn a badge today if we perform a skit for you. Thank 

you for helping us earn a badge! 

H. and Gracie do their skit for S. Church 

Annie: So there is this joke about a Methodist and a Mennonite that Attended a 

Baptist Church. 

Gracie: Don’t even go there. Now, I am going to play “We Three Kings” on my 

violin. Did you know that If there had been three wise women who went to Bethle-

hem to see Baby Jesus, they would have asked for directions, arrived on time, 

made a meal, and brought some practical gifts. 

Gracie on the violin 

 

 

 

Annie: Prayer is an important part of this building project. Even if people can’t sup-

port us financially they can support us through prayer. Our next guests on the 

show have been doing this for many years. I would like to introduce our guests 

from our Sister Church in N. 

 

 

 

Annie: Prayer is an important part of talking to God. I know that we pray at home 

before meals. Gracie do you pray before you eat at school? 

 

    Comments 

We cut the this part due to time restraints. 

But it is a fun joke to go with the song. 

      Comments 

We are a 2 point charge and it was very nice that they 

helped us.   



Gracie: No, the school’s cafeteria ladies are pretty good cooks. 

Annie: (Xylophone)G E C 

Other Guests who wish to perform. 

Gracie: I think we should talk about how to prepare music for a radio program. 

Annie: Okay, according to Wilbur Hatch’s interview with the Radio Mirror in 1948, 

one should read the script 3 times. Then, attend a cast reading and use a stop-

watch to time the most dramatic portions. They should also take notes on cues 

and mood, score the program, and work on the orchestration. 

Gracie: An orchestra usually requires 24 hours practice to perfect the show’s mu-

sic. 

Annie: Then you need to work with the program engineer to fix anything that does 

not sound right, and then the last step is to have the show go live. 

Gracie: That is a lot of work. When did you start planning for this program? 

 

Annie: Tuesday. 

Gracie: Romans 5:2-4 

Through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 

stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also 

rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

Annie: It is now the time in our program to introduce the big band. You can’t talk 

about the golden age of radio without talking Big Band. Tommy and Jimmy 

Dorsey, Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman, Glenn Miller and Rudy Vallee, just to 

name a few. 

Comments 
  

One of the guests played the piano 

after her husband sang his song.  

It was a miracle that she could 

play her piece.  She actually had 

been in the emergency room the 

day before.  She came to the pro-

gram apologetic that it wasn't go-

ing to be her best.  She brought a 

heating pad just incase she had to 

use it.   

She is one of the mature individu-

als of our church.    Although she 

can not read music she plays 

beautifully.  I’m also jealous of her.  

When I sing and ask how I did my 

husband says ok.  When Mrs. M 

plays my husband is extremely 

focused on her piano fingers.  She 

is awesome in his book.    

 Yes, I’ve accepted second 

place ratings.   
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Comments 

Anne did play the 

trumpet in elemen-

tary school but later 

in high school she 

switched to tuba 

(because of braces) 

which she continued 

into college.   

The Mad Lib……… 

The pianist thought I 

was nuts when I pre-

sented this idea to 

her.  Later she stole 

the show with it. 

The purpose of this 

was to get the audi-

ence involved again., 

prepare for present-

ing it and then per-

forming it to give the 

money counters time.   

In the program we 

had verbs, nouns, 

etc..  Then the pianist 

and I went back to 

our scripts and filled 

in the words.   

Beforehand we dis-

cussed possible an-

swers and she had  

prepared.   

As of Feb. 1, my kid book     

“The Girl Who Wanted” 

raised $91 dollars for the 

project.  Admittedly, I gave 

more than 50% 

Gracie: Why does this topic excite you so much? 

Annie: Because I used to play the trumpet in elementary school, and Church’s Big 

Band is coming up next! 

Gracie: It’s you and Miss E. Granted we can say that is a band but where do you 

get the big part? 

Annie: Have you seen my stomach after this holiday season? 

Gracie: Moving on….. Miss E. and Miss Annie are going play O’ Come All Ye 

Faithful and Go Tell it on the mountain. 

Erin and Annie: Pg.234 and 251 

Gracie: I think we need to get the audience involved again. If everyone could look 

at a program there is a church Mad Lib spot. 

Annie: (Instructions on what is happening).  Audience participation. (Pianist and 

Anne write them down at the end.) 

Gracie: I have a building fund joke. A minister got up on Sunday and announced 

to his congregation “I have good news and bad news. The good news is, we have 

enough money to pay for our new building project. The bad news is, it’s still out 

there in your pockets. 

 

 

 

 

Annie: (Xylophone G E C) Now we come to the thrilling part of our show where we 

pause and discuss action. Financial action. We will be sending around the offering 

plate now. Then three members of the church will step into the office to process 

the collection while we continue with our last segments of the show. 

In 1894 when it was decided to build this church over $1000 was subscribed in 20. 

Min. 

Gracie: Subscribed? 

Annie: It means to Pledge or contribute a sum of money. In your pews there are 

envelopes and papers. Those of you who want to pledge please feel free to write 

that pledge and place it into the offering. 

Gracie: Pledge? 

Annie: For example “I, Annie pledge to give 50% of my book’s profit for the next 

three months. 

Gracie: Isn’t that about 50 cents? 

Annie: 50 cents is 50 cents! We will be sending around the offering plate while 

singing “In the Garden” found on page 314. Please remain seated. 

Children and puppets and get away saying things that 

adults can’t , this joke made me uneasy but it was fine 

coming from her. 



Pianist: 314 “In the Garden” 

Ushers and money counters are needed. 

Annie: I admit, I’m excited about having new Sunday school rooms. 

Gracie: Exuberant! 

Annie: Ecstatic! 

Gracie: Did you know that adjectives such as excited were important in the music 

portion of Radio? 

Annie: How? 

Gracie: For Example, an Organ. 

Annie: Nope. Don’t want to hear it. 

Gracie: Why not? 

Annie: I’ve donated enough organs this year 

Gracie: I’m not talking about body organs. I’m talking about what Mrs. Organist 

plays in church! 

Annie: Let me look at my script. Organ. 

The pipe organ is a musical instrument commonly used in churches that produces 

sounds by driving pressurized air. 

Gracie: called wind 

Annie: Through pipes selected via a keyboard. We should avoid any wind jokes. 

Gracie: So I shouldn’t mention your name? 

  Comments 
  

 In preparation for the 

program I purchased 6 

black binders, whiteouted 

numbers onto the spine.  I 

also bought clear page 

savers.  I put scripts in 

each of the binders.  For 

Gracie, I copied the 

hymns from the hymnals 

for time saving and flow of 

the program.   

One binder went to the 

organist, one to the pia-

nist, one to a helper and 

one to the guests.   

I highlighted everyone’s 

parts. 

This binder idea worked 

wonderful because I was 

able to make last minute 

notes, such as guest in-

troductions.  It helped 

keep everything orga-

nized.     
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Comments 

Williamsport Pa his-

tory includes one of 

my favorite hymns.  I 

did not know the 

back ground until 

Carl Schlappi  men-

tioned to the group at 

the pancake break-

fast.   

“The Roll is Called up 

Yonder” is a hymn 

that was written by 

J.M. Black.  infor-

mation I found on  

the internet written by 

Dan Graves, MSL.     

14 years before our 

church was built 

James Milton Black 

moved to Wil-

liamsport.  I imagine 

that some of our  

past members may 

have come in contact 

with  him at some 

point in time. 

One of our church’s 

outreach activities is 

a pancake breakfast.  

Carl and Oppal 

Schlappi are per-

formers who sing Old 

Time Gospel music.  

They are always a 

favorite.   

 

Annie: Moving on….. Many Old Time Radio shows relied on the services of one 

talented organist. 

Gracie: Like our church relies on Mrs. Organist. 

Annie: The sound of the organ is associated with the soap opera. 

Gracie: soap opera? 

Annie: Drama 

Gracie: oh 

Annie: Also kid adventure programs and mystery programs. Tom Mix’s broadcast 

used the organ. Tom Mix was a cowboy program. (coconuts) 

Gracie: Most of the organist were not given sheet music or scores, merely a script 

with instructions such as “danger” or “ominous” and the organist was to create the 

music to convey the mood. 

Annie: I wonder if I tried something like this for Sunday School what Mrs. Organist 

would do? 

Mrs. Organist: Funeral Dirge 

Gracie: I think you have your answer. 

Annie: Let’s all sit and sing When the Roll is called up yonder found in the pro-

gram and listening to the organ and the mood it creates. 

Mrs. Organist: When the Roll is Called up Yonder. 

Annie: Great Singing! The next to last guest for today is ready with a story about 

that song. At the pancake breakfast Carl and Opal Schlappi talked a little about 

this song’s history.  

 Guest reading of the story of how the hymn was written. 

Annie: I love that song, but I feel a little bit sad now. 

Gracie: Let’s be happy! 

Annie: OK! I have an Idea! 

Mrs. Organist: Funeral Dirge 

Annie: My ideas aren’t that bad! 

Gracie: Romans: 5:2-4 

Annie: Let's move on to the last part of our program. The church MadLib! 

Gracie: Oh how fitting! 

 

 

 



                           
                                                                                                                   

Annie: Special thanks to Mrs. Pianist, who while we were learning about The Roll 
is Called up Yonder has been preparing for some impromptu back ground playing 
based on the words we gathered from the audience earlier. Let’s give Mrs. Pianist 
a huge round of applause to encourage her. 

 
                                                                                                                            

Gracie: (after applause) Please keep her in your thoughts and prayers throughout 
the day. 

                                                                                                                   
Annie: My brother in Christ, Andy is going to help us out. I think we need to give 
him a round of applause for being a good sport and dressing up as Raggedy 
Andy. 

 

Andy: Annie and Andy like to (verb) to church. 
 
{count of 8} 
 
Annie: Annie likes to ( verb ) her favorite Christmas song,( name of song ). 
 
{count of 8} 
 
Andy: Andy likes to recite ( bible verse).  
 
{count of 8} 
 
Annie: When they get to church Andy and Annie ( verb ) to others about 

the new Sunday School (Noun). 
 
{count of 8} 
 
Andy: Everyone is ( emotion ) about the project.  

  Comments 
 To liven things up at 

church I sometimes have 

a Bible Verse Challenge 

during Sunday School.  

The young against the 

mature and we do scrip-

ture and silly games such 

as flip a quarter in a frying 

pan the quickest.   

 While these activities 

are going on I thought 

about this gentleman in 

Sunday School.  He is 

brilliant with bible verses.  

How can his gifts be  uti-

lized?   

Then it hit me.  His name 

is Andy.    Soon Raggedy 

Ann and  Andy were born 

into Challenge days.   He 

is a great sport! 

 

The audience picked the 

following words: 

Verb: fishing 

Verb: praying 

Christmas Song: Jingle 

Bells 

Bible Verse:  John 3:16 

Verb: Swing 

Noun: House 

Emotion:  Happiness 

Photo Caption 

Count of 8 allows Mrs. Pianist to add  the music.  Either the 

audience  was happy that the program was coming to a 

close or the pianist stole the show with her music participa-

tion. 



Comments 

Color: Blue 

Color: Green 

Emotion: Angry 

$ : 1,000 

 

Mrs. Pianist had at 

first questioned my 

sanity but after we 

explored the church 

mad lib she became 

on fire.   

She found one of her 

books that suggested 

classical music for 

different emotions.  

Minor and major 

chords and the ef-

fects they produce.  

She was able to  get 

a PHD music student 

to work out Handel’s 

Hallelujah Chorus 

that morning.    

It depended on what 

number was chosen 

for the money 

amount what she 

would play.  If a small 

number than Handel, 

if a large amount it 

would be Beetho-

ven's 5th Symphony. 

The thank you section was 

read fast, building up to the 

fundraising announcement.  

My goal going in was $1,000 

 
{count 

of 8} 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annie: Annie wants ( color) walls. 
 
{count of 8} 
 
Andy: Andy prefers (color). 
 
{count of 8} 
 
Annie: Wait let’s listen and see what color Mrs. Pianist wants?  What is it 

audience? 
 
Audience: yellow! 
 
Annie:  Good! As long as we can learn about Jesus everyone is ( emotion ). 
 
{count of 8} 
 
Andy: It is going to cost ( $) dollars to build an addition to the church. 
{count of 8} 
 
Andy: Thank you to everyone for coming and making this an unforgetta-

ble kickoff! 
 

{Leona finishes with flare} 
 

Gracie: That is what you call a church mad lib, let’s give them a round of 
applause. 

 
Annie: As one of your hosts for today’s program I sincerely would like to 

thank my friend of 30 + years C. F for helping with technology. T. K. with his 
amazing voice. Our sisters and brothers from the sister church. 

 
Gracie: Thank you H. and Youth for representing the younger generation. 

And Ms. E. and her trumpet. Thank you. 
  
Annie: We can’t forget Andy, J. and M., Pastor Tom, N. for their parts in our 

kickoff. 
 
Gracie: And special thanks to our musicians Mrs. Organist and Mrs. Pianist. 
 
Annie: Our Golden Age of Radio show would not have been as successful 

without you. 
 
Gracie: Thanks to all the behind the scenes people. 
 
Annie: And let’s do one more round of applause and turn it over to N. 

Literally seconds before the program we added the line about 

what color walls does the pianist want.  And when she played 

The Yellow Rose of Texas, we got the biggest laugh of the 

night.  It was all her idea too!  I love it when my ideas inspire 

others to bigger and better things.  Maybe this script or idea 

could do that for you!   



Contacts  

Give me a call for more 

information about my ser-

vices and products.  Ask 

for Annie.  

C.C. Farmer 

(570) 787-0166 

ccfarmer4u@gmail.com 

Visit me on Facebook 

      How Did God Bless Us? 
 

I went into this kickoff with two goals.  One was to make the public aware that our 

church was looking to build.  The other was to raise $1,000.  When Mr. N an-

nounced the total, I thought he said $2,300.  Later, while I was munching on a 

cookie, as I asked him again.  I nearly choked when he told me the exact amount.  

Over $20,000 dollars! 

Was it the marketing?  No. 

Was it the awesome kickoff program? No. 

Was it God working through generous individual donations? Yes. 

There were individuals who heard that we were doing a kickoff and were unable to 

attend so they sent in their donations.  There were a few who gave large amounts.  

There were a few who could only donate their usual tithe.  It all combined to make 

a historical event. 

If you are doing a fundraiser for a large project, keep in mind that although you 

personal might not have the funds, you still can give with your time and effort.  

Others will see your efforts and God will touch their hearts and in the end every-

one will be blessed. 

C.C. Farmer 

Stories Available for sale 
Kid Books:  

 The Girl  Who  Wanted 

This a self published book printed at Tioga Publishing in Wellsboro PA.  It 

talks about a young girl who wants a rabbit but she has to wait until she is 

older.  This book is only available through contacting me. 

Scripts 

Anne Bishop's Christmas Drama: The Gift of Three 

Paperback.  Publisher American Star Books $22.57 Amazon                            

Once upon a time there lived a young prince with his royal family in a king-

dom located within the walls of a lovely old church. His mother and father 

were known as the Good King of Hearts and the Knowledgeable Queen of 

Hearts. They and all their Royal Subjects lived happily in their kingdom, until 

one day the young prince became restless and just plain bored. Things were 

beginning to get out of hand. Something had to be done-but what could they 

do? Come with me to the land of the little mice in the walls of the lovely old 

church and see what happens when someone cares enough to make a dif-

ference.  


